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CONFIDENTIAL SAN SALVADOR 2747 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: SWEL, PAHO, ES 

SUB J : PAHO ELECTION OF DIRECTOR 

REF: STATE 139523 

WE HAVE DISCUSSED HOROWITZ' CANDIDACY WITH FOREIGN 
OFFICE SUBSECRETARY CASTANEDA WHO TOLD US THAT THE GOES IS 
AWARE OF THE ISSUE AND THE FACT THAT MEXICO AND VENEZUELA 
WILT. BE FIELDING CANDIDATES. WHILE TENDING TO AGREE WITH THE 
NEED FOR ROTATION, HE ALSO INDICATED THAT MINISTER OF PUBLIC 
HEALTH ASTACIO IS A CLOSE PERSONAL FRIEND OF HOROWITZ, WHICH 
COULD CAUSE INTERNAL PROBLEMS. STILL, WITH THE ELECTION MORE 
THAN A YEAR AWAY, A GOVERNMENT POSITION ON THE NOMINATION HAS 
YET TO BE DEVELOPED AND THE GOES WILL PROBABLY NOT DECIDE UNTIL 
IT DETERMINES WHAT IT CAN OBTAIN AS TRADE OFFS FROM THE NOMINATING 
COUNTRIES IN EXCHANGE FOR ITS SUPPORT. 
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